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so they have to conjure up hell as a contrast, in
order properly to enjoy their blessed state. The
Russian revolution is and was neither the perfect
paradise depicted by some of its champions nor the
hell depicted by the capitalists. It always was and
had to be a dialectical unity of opposites. The
revolution should be judged not by taking a cross
section at any given moment, but by considering
the resultant forces, the synthesis towards which the
whole movement is trying to evolve. So long as
any hope was left that in this process the revolution-
ary forces would triumph over the counter-revolu-
tionary, it might well have seemed a crime to further
these counter-revolutionary forces by criticism which
could be taken advantage of by the enemy against
the revolution itself. In the life and death struggle
which the working classes are now waging against
Fascism, it might have seemed misguided and
gratuitous to alienate the only potentially powerful
ally at our disposal.

In the face of all Bourgeois and Anarchistic
criticism, it must be stated that the Russian revolu-
tion, far from being a failure, was a tremendous
historical stepping-stone on the road to socialism,
the importance of which it would be impossible to
overestimate.

The liberation of mankind demands as a pre-
requisite condition a planned control of the forces of